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Elections for the Board of Directors of the Las Vegas Jazz Society are coming up.  
 
The Annual LVJS Membership meeting and election is scheduled for December 9, 2018 at 1 pm in the Vegas Room of the Bootlegger 
Bistro (same location as last year). The Annual Holiday Party will follow at 2:00 pm in our usual venue. 
 
YOU, the members in good standing, will be presented with a ballot draw up by the Society and from these names we will be electing 
four (4) new individuals to serve on the Board. 
  
The following individuals will remain in their positions for the remainder of their terms, ending in December of 2019:  Shawn Whitmer, 
Michael Spicer, Betty Cleveland. 
 
We are looking for those of you who:  

 are willing to make the time commitment required to prepare for and attend regularly scheduled Board meetings, serve on 
committees in various capacities and attend organizational events, all on a regular basis. 

 have a direct knowledge about the Organization’s mission. 
 are willing to make decisions that are best for the Organization and not for personal gain. 
 are members in good standing of the Las Vegas Jazz Society. 

 
If you are willing to serve on the Board or know anyone that you feel would be a good candidate please send in the form at the bottom 
of page 4 to Governance Committee, Las Vegas Jazz Society P.O. Box 60396 Las Vegas, NV  89160, or online at info@lvjs.org.  
Nominations must be received on or before November 21, 2018.  Please note:  there will be NO nominations from the floor.  All 
nominations must be submitted by the November 21st date. 
 
Now is YOUR chance to get more involved in the jazz world, put your ideas into action and enjoy time with persons with similar interests! 
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LAS VEGAS JAZZ SOCIETY PRESENTS 
 
 

Sunday Jazz at the Bootlegger Bistro 
 

 
November 11, 2018 – 1:30-4 pm 

JORGE MACHAIN QUARTET 
$15 LVJS members/$18 general admission on line at lvjs.org 

$5 at door for full-time students with valid ID 
 

December 9, 2018 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
and BOARD ELECTION 

1:00 pm in the Vegas Room at the Bootlegger 
 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
with JOE DARRO and the INSIDE EDITION 

1:45-4 pm Bootlegger Bistro dining area 
open to the public. $15 LVJS members/$18 general admission on line at lvjs.org 

 
 

 



 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Please note: Because Events and Venues are constantly changing we will be revising our JAZZ CALENDAR to reflect this.  Up 
to date information on Artists’ appearances will be sent to LVJS members weekly in the form of the JAZZ SCENE E-Blast. All 

events are subject to change. Upcoming Events are also listed on the www.lvjs.org/events calendar. 

*indicates LVJS member  ** indicates LVJS Artist Member 
Thank you for supporting LIVE JAZZ 

 
Wednesday, November 7 

Journey through Jazz Presents Jazz in the Movies, 
Explore jazz on the silver screen with Jonathan Karrant**. 
This concert also features the Green Valley High School 
Jazz Band, directed by Cara Froelich-Vasquez, Flamingo 
Library Theater, 7 pm, free and open to the public 
 

Sunday, November 11 
LVJS presents Jorge Machain Quartet- Sunday Jazz at 
the Bootlegger series, Bootlegger Bistro, 1:30-4 pm, $15 
LVJS members or $18 general, reservations on line at 
lvjs.org 

 

Saturday, November 17  
Jonathan Karrant** Album Release Party, Red Rock 

Casino Resort & Spa, 7:30-9 pm 
 

 

ONGOING:   
 

every Tuesday 
“Class Act” Vintage Vegas, German American Social Club, 
6-9 pm, $2 GACON members/$7 for non-club members, 
call Marsha Ross**: 702-453-8451 

 

every Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 
Uli Geissendoerfer** Quartet with special guests, The 
Dispensary, 9 pm – midnight, dispensarylounge.com for 
updates 

 

every Friday 
Gus Mancuso** “Smooze and Booze” Happy Hour, 
Bootlegger Bistro, 3-5 pm 
 

every Saturday 
E-String Bar & Pizzeria, 1-4 pm, $10 cover   
1st Saturday - Tom Hall** Simply Bop Septet 
2nd Saturday -  Terry James** “Lyrics…Love…Laughter”  
3rd Saturday - “Hot Cole” the Las Vegas Alto Madness 
Orchestra under the direction of Tony Wells** 
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DECEMBER 2018 

Sunday, December 9 
LVJS Annual Membership meeting and Election for 
Board of Directors (see page 3), Vegas Room at the 
Bootlegger (same location as last year), 1 pm 
 

Annual Holiday Party with Joe Darro** and the Inside 
Edition - Sunday Jazz at the Bootlegger, Bootlegger 
Bistro, 1:45 - 4 pm, $15 LVJS members or $18 general, 
reservations on line at lvjs.org 

 

Friday, December 14 
Midnight Muse with film clips and music presented by 
Forgotten Song Music, Mob Museum in the Speakeasy, 
7-9 pm   

 

ONGOING:   
 

every Tuesday 
“Class Act” Vintage Vegas, German American Social Club, 
6-9 pm, $2 GACON members/$7 for non-club members, 
call Marsha Ross**: 702-453-8451 

 

every Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 
Uli Geissendoerfer** Quartet with special guests, The 
Dispensary, 9 pm – midnight 
 

every Friday 
Gus Mancuso** “Smooze and Booze” Happy Hour, 
Bootlegger Bistro, 3-5 pm 
 

every Saturday 
E-String Bar & Pizzeria, 1-4 pm, $10 cover   
1st Saturday - Tom Hall** Simply Bop Septet 
2nd Saturday -  Terry James** “Lyrics…Love…Laughter” 
3rd Saturday - “Hot Cole” the Las Vegas Alto Madness 
Orchestra under the direction of Tony Wells** 
 

4 

I would like to be considered as a nominee for the Board of Directors of the Las Vegas Jazz Society: (please list contact information) 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
NAME/CONTACT INFO 

I would like to submit the following name(s) to be considered for the Board of Directors of the Las Vegas Jazz Society: (please list that person’s 
contact information and indicate that you have spoken to them about the possibility of serving on the Board. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
NAME/CONTACT INFO 
 

� I have contacted the person that I’m nominating. (check) 

NOMINATION FORM 



Baobab Stage in Town Square 
6587 S. Las Vegas Blvd, LV 89119  baobabstage.com 

Brio's Patio — Tivoli Village 
 420 S. Rampart, LV 89145  (702) 433-1233 
The Bootlegger Bistro  

7700 Las Vegas Blvd. S, LV.  BootleggerLasVegas.com   
(702) 736-4939 

Cafe Berlin 
4850 W Sunset Rd Suite100-105, LV 89118   
(702) 875-4605  chef@cafeberlinlv.com 

Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf 
3645 S Town Center Dr. #101 W., LV 89135 
(702) 785-0419 

Container Park (Downtown)  
707 Fremont Street, LV 89101  downtowncontainerpark.com 
 (702) 637-4244 

The Cromwell Bound Bar  
 3595 Las Vegas Blvd. S., LV 89109  (702) 777-3777 
CSN - Cheyenne Campus 

3200 East Cheyenne Ave., NLV 89030  Performing Arts 
Center ticket Office: (702) 651-LIVE (5483) 

Ron DeCar's Event Center  
1201 Las Vegas Blvd. South, LV 89104  
vivalasvegaseventcenter.com  (702) 453-8451 

The Dispensary Lounge 
2451 E. Tropicana Ave., LV 89121  
thedispensarylounge.com  (702) 458-6343 

E-String Bar and Pizzeria 
2013 W. Sunset Rd., Henderson 89014   
(702) 437-8764 

El Cortez Hotel & Casino 
 600 W. Fremont Street, 89101  (702) 385-5200 
Flamingo Library Theater 
 401 E. Flamingo Rd., LV 89119  (702) 507-3400 
German American Social Club of Nevada  

1110 E. Lake Mead Blvd. North Las Vegas, LV 89030  
germanamericanclubnv.com 

Harrah's piano bar - Harrah's Las Vegas  
Located at the casino exit, next to Carnival Court. 3475 Las 
Vegas Boulevard South, LV 89109  (800) 214-9110 

Historic Fifth Street School 
 401 S. Fourth St.  artslasvegas.org  (702) 229-ARTS 
Italian American Club Lounge 
 2333 E Sahara Ave  (702) 457-3866 
Lounge at the Plaza 
 1 S. Main St., LV 89101  (702) 386-2110 
Luna Lounge - Jazz and Blues Thursdays 

3057 Las Vegas Blvd S., LV  (702) 462-9991  
lunalasvegas.com 

Osaka Restaurant/Bar 
 10920 S. Eastern Ave., Henderson 
Piazza Lounge in the Tuscany Hotel 

255 E Flamingo Rd. Las Vegas, NV 89169   
(702) 893-8933 

Pizzeria Monza 
 6020 W. Flamingo Rd. Suite 10, LV 89103  (702) 749-5959 
Red Rock Casino - Rocks Lounge 

11011 W. Charleston Blvd., LV 89135   
(702) 797-7130 

The Smith Center: Myron’s Cabaret Jazz 
361 Symphony Park Ave., LV 89106  thesmithcenter.com  
(702) 749-2000 

The Space 
3460 Cavaretta Court, LV 89103  thespacelv.com   
(702) 903-1070 

Starbright Theatre 
2215 Thomas Ryan Blvd., LV 89134.   
information at scscai.com, click "News & Events” 

Texas Station 
2101 Texas Star Ln., NLV 89032  texasstation.com  (702) 
631-1000 

UNLV: Judy Bayley/Black Box/Ham Hall Theaters 
4505 S. Maryland Pkwy., LV 89154  UNLV ticket pricing and 
information is available through UNLV PAC Box Office at 
(702) 895ARTS 

West Las Vegas Arts Center 
 947 W Lake Mead Blvd, LV  (702) 229-4800 
The Winchester Cultural Center 
 3130 McLeod, LV 89121  (702) 455-7340 

 

We need YOU, the readers, to be our eyes and ears.  If you are aware of other venues that have live jazz on a regular basis or 
know of any of the above listed venues that have discontinued their Jazz policy, please contact JazzNotes@lvjs.org so we might 
update our information. At press time, the venues listed above were reported to have live jazz on a regular basis. For scheduled 
performances, artists and times, please use the contact information listed. Also, check evandavisjazz.com for more updated 
listings. 
 
 

 

WHERE THE JAZZ IS… 
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UNIVERSITY NEVADA, LAS VEGAS 

DIVISION OF JAZZ 

 
Wednesday, November 14 

UNLV Latin Jazz Ensemble, Flamingo Library Theater, 7 pm, free 
and open to the public 

 
Monday, November 26 

UNLV Jazz Vocal Ensemble, Jazz Guitar Ensemble and Jazz 
Ensemble III, UNLV Black Box Theater, 7:30, Tickets available at 
the UNLV PAC Box Office at 895-ARTS 

 
Tuesday November 27 

UNLV Contemporary Jazz Ensemble and Latin Jazz Ensemble 
with guest trumpet artist Allen Vizzutti, UNLV Black Box Theater, 
7:30, Tickets available at the UNLV PAC Box Office at 895-ARTS 

 
Wednesday, November 28 

UNLV Jazz Ensemble 1, Jazz Ensemble II and UNLV Jazz 
Faculty with guest trumpet artist, Allen Vizzutti, UNLV Black Box 
Theater, 7:30, Tickets available at the UNLV PAC Box Office at 
895-ARTS 

 
Allen Vizzutti (born September 13, 1952) 
Born and raised in Missoula, Montana, Vizzutti first learned the 
trumpet from his father, Lido Vizzutti. At age 16, Vizzutti won the 
concerto competition and was awarded first chair in the World 
Youth Symphony Orchestra at Interlochen, Michigan. He earned a 
B.M., MM, Performer's Certificate and Artist's Diploma from 
the Eastman School of Music. 
 
Vizzutti has performed in 60 countries with an array of artists and 
ensembles including Chick Corea, Chuck Mangione, Woody 
Herman, Bill Watrous and the Airmen of Note. Performing as a 
classical and jazz artist, he has appeared as guest soloist with 
symphony orchestras in Tokyo, Honolulu, and Milwaukee to 
name a few. Solo performances include the Hollywood Bowl, 
Carnegie Hall, Newport Jazz Festival and Lincoln Center. Many 
of his compositions have led to world premieres by such notable 
orchestras as the Los Angeles and Rochester Philharmonic. 
 
He has performed on more than 150 motion picture soundtracks. 
His teaching credentials include Eastman School of Music, West 
Texas State University, Skidmore Jazz Institute and Trompeten 
Akademie of Bremen, Germany. 

 
 
Wednesday, December 12 

UNLV Jazz Vocal Ensemble and Jazzmin, Flamingo Library 
Theater, 7 pm, free and open to the public 

 

CSN 

CSN campus at 3200 E Cheyenne Ave. North Las Vegas 
 
Friday, November 2 and Saturday, November 3 7 pm 

The Department of Fine Arts Music Program presents Vocal Jazz 
Solo Nights. The concert will include a variety of styles including 
Be-Bop, Big Band and Jazz Fusion, Ticket information at 702-
651-5483; $8 general admission, $5 students/Seniors 

CITY OF LAS VEGAS 

For information, visit www.artslasvegas.org 
or call 702-229-ARTS (2787) 

 

Saturday, November 10 
40th Infantry Division Concert in the Park, Bruce Trent Park, 8851 
Vegas Dr, 7:30 pm, Free and open to the public 
 
Celebrate Veteran’s Day weekend with this lively concert that will 
delight audiences of all ages.  Performance includes a diverse 
selection of familiar military marches, overtures, instrument solos, 
classical transcriptions and patriotic favorites.  The 40th ID Band 
has performed throughout the United States, the South Pacific 
and with America’s most beloved entertainers, from Bob Hope 
and Marilyn Monroe to Jay Leno and Vanessa Williams.  Food 
will be available for purchase, no outside food please. 

 

Friday, November 16  
Downtown Cultural Series (all ages), Lloyd D. George Federal 
Courthouse, Jury Assembly Room - 333 Las Vegas Blvd., 12-1 
pm, Free and open to the public. 

 

The Singer and The Songwriter: Rachel Garcia and Thu Tran 
create music as vibrant and diverse as their multi-racial 
backgrounds.  Rachel's rich, warm vocal delivery and Thu's 
dynamic guitar arrangements provide the backbone for original 
songs that blend swinging jazz, soulful blues, heartfelt folk and 
honest songwriting to create a unique and compelling sound. 

 
 
Friday, December 7 

Christmas Time is Here Holiday Concert - Leftover Cuties (all 
ages), Historic Fifth Street School, 401 S. Fourth St., 7:30 pm, 
Tickets: $25 (plus tax/fees)  
 
Join Los Angeles based band, Leftover Cuties for some jazzy 
holiday cheer.  Combining alluring female vocals, ukulele, upright 
bass, horns, keys, accordion, and not so brushed drums; this 
quartet has a unique sound to call their own. Coupled with classic 
songwriting, relatable lyricism and effortless interplay, the Cuties 
live performance is magical, charming experiences that will surely 
have you falling in love.  

 

Friday, December 14 
Merry-Achi Christmas - Maestro José Hernández and Mariachi 
Sol de Mexico, Sammy Davis Jr. Festival Plaza, 720 Twin Lakes 
Dr., 7:30 pm, Tickets: $30 (plus tax/fees)   

 
Led by the incomparable José Hernández, Mariachi Sol de 
Mexico returns to Las Vegas for (all ages) a festive musical 
tribute to Mexico’s Christmas traditions. Experience a truly 
international celebration, with the ensemble singing and playing 
holiday favorites from both Mexico and America in a vibrant 
performance that will have the whole family dancing. 

 

SMITH CENTER 

 
Monday - Tuesday, December 10-11 
Graham Dechter and Friends with Graham Dechter, Jeff Hamilton, 
Akiko Tsuruga and Tamir Hendelman, Myron’s Cabaret Jazz, 7 pm, 
702 749-2012, TheSmithCenter.com, Tickets: $39-$59 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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In the “Notes from the Board” section of the July/August 2018 
issue of Jazz Notes, I indicated that Jazz is an expression of both 
past and present. This made me think: Why, since we have an 
interview column focused on the next generation, do we not have 
one that sheds light on the history of Jazz in Las Vegas?  
 
In investigating this history, I couldn’t think of a better interviewee 
to start with than former LVJS President Judy Tarte. With this 
interview, I hope to not only discover more about the history of 
this organization but lay the groundwork for a larger project of 
compiling and preserving the history of the LVJS and Jazz in Las 
Vegas. 
 
From speaking with Judy, I gathered valuable insight on the 
trajectory of the LVJS, and the core values on which it was built. 
My hope is that this interview will encourage us to not only 
maintain but to better this organization going forward. Thank you 
for reading! 
 
Michael Spicer 
LVJS Board of Directors 
 
Jazz Society (JS): What brought you to Las Vegas, and how 
long have you lived here? 
 
Judy Tarte (JT): I originally settled here with my then-husband 
in 1969, when he moved here to join the recently expanded 
UNLV faculty. I remember it being a choice between Las Vegas 
or Edmonton, Alberta, Canada… where people were driving 
around with bumper stickers saying they’d survived 100 days of 
temperatures below 0 degrees…that made the choice much 
easier. 
 
JS: How did you develop an interest in Jazz? 
 
JT: From my father. He was a history and music teacher who 
loved jazz and big band music. While growing up in Detroit, he 
would take me downtown on the weekends to explore record 
stores.   Through him I grew up listening to many different types 
of music, but I latched on to Jazz. The Count Basie and Duke 
Ellington bands were my favorite, especially anything with 
Johnny Hodges on it.  
 
JS: Do you have a second favorite genre, besides Jazz? 
 
JT: Is there another genre? My major in college was voice and 
piano, and I was trained classically. I really wanted to be more of 
a Pop/Jazz oriented singer, but because I was on scholarship, for 
every Gershwin tune I got to practice, I had to learn ten classical 
ones. This felt like the wrong fit. 
 
JS: From the LVJS website, people can learn about the formation 
and early years of the organization. Can you speak about the 
years prior to its formation? What was the scene like? 

 
JT: At that time, there were house orchestras in all of the hotels. 
Musicians were settling here because it was a place where they 
could get off the road, start a family, and have steady 
employment. This stability kept them in town, and you would see 
musicians with new homes, cars, boats…essentially living the 
good life. Because of the regularity of work, however, the 
musicians got bored by playing the same shows day in, day out. 
I remember a drummer who was in one of these orchestras and 
also studying at UNLV. He would take his books with him to work 
and study on the gig.  
 
When Monk Montgomery came to town, he looked around and 
noted the boredom of these top players and found that a great 
many of them wanted more outlets to play Jazz. It became his 
mission to not only establish Jazz in the hotels for the 
professionals, but to provide opportunities for Jazz lovers and 
players to gather together at jam sessions and smaller clubs in 
town. He succeeded royally, calling on the top echelon of Jazz 
players to make a home for the music in Vegas. Monk’s charisma 
played no small part in rallying people to his cause. He would talk 
you into doing things that you either didn’t have the time nor 
expertise for.  You would realize what he was doing. But because 
it was him and he was so devoted to the cause, you would do it 
anyway. I’m STILL doing it, over 40 years later… that’s how 
effective he was!  
 
JS: How did you become involved with the Las Vegas Jazz 
Society when it was formed? 
 
JT: I remember living near Paradise Park off Tropicana around 
that time. I heard music, so I followed the sound and found a Jazz 
picnic put on by the musician’s wives group. I knew this was for 
me and wanted to be a part of it. I found out that there was also 
live music at the Musician’s Union and that you didn’t have to be 
a member to go and listen. I remember the first time I went, I was 
so nervous because I felt I had no business being there other 
than the fact that I loved Jazz and wanted to hang. The musicians 
were more than happy to have me listen to their road stories, so 
I became somewhat of a fixture there. I formed friendships and 
through this heard about the Jazz Society. I met Monk, who had 
a lot of ideas but lacked people to organize and implement them. 
I got involved, and the rest has become my history. 
 
JS: Since its inception, how has the Jazz Society changed? 
 
JT: Jazz was brought to the forefront in Vegas under Monk’s 
guidance. After he passed in 1982, leadership changed hands a 
few times, and at times, to people who didn’t the best interest of 
the Society at heart. The Jazz Society was never intended to be 
a booking agency, or a self-serving organization. We were able 
to survive, but the good intentions that people have had over the 
years have time and time again fallen short of being fulfilled. Even 

 

An interview with 

Judy Tarte 
 

by Michael Spicer 

 

GENERATION SPOTLIGHT 
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after 40 years, we are still relatively unknown in the city, and that 
concerns me. 
 
JS: How do you feel the establishment of Jazz programs at 
schools like LVA and UNLV have contributed to the state of Jazz 
in Vegas today? 
 
JT: It has had a tremendous effect on the scene. It’s not the same 
world that I grew up in, where musicians would learn on the gig. 
Before these programs were established, a kid who was maybe 
thirteen and eager to play might be invited up on stage by a pro 
to see if he had something. If he did it might lead to work, and if 
he didn’t, he’d be cut off at the knees- either way it was a learning 
experience. I feel like this type of opportunity just doesn’t happen 
on a regular basis anymore; the music scene all over the country 
has changed so much. That’s why these Jazz programs are so 
important, they provide that experience where it wouldn’t exist 
otherwise. 
 
JS: Are there aspects of the organization that were not fulfilled 
you would like to see carried out in the future? 
 
JT: I would like to see the us supporting these school programs 
more. Connecting students with professionals like we’ve talked 
about; working with these programs to see where we can help. 
I’d also like to see more overall cooperation between us and other 
arts organizations in town. More dialogue and planning, so we 
can support each other and create mutually beneficial 
partnerships. The organizations need more organization!!! 
 
JS: You’ve been involved with putting an event together that 
honors the Vegas musicians that backed up the iconic 

entertainers of the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s like Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin, and Ella Fitzgerald. Can you speak a bit about the event, 
and the process of pulling it together? 
 
JT: The event will be held on February 2nd in the Bootlegger’s 
Copa room.  In planning the event, I did extensive research and 
contacted as many individuals that we could think of that are still 
around from those days. I read Janis McKay’s book Played Out 
On The Strip and Mike Weatherford’s Cult Vegas, as well as 
every back issue of our own Jazz Notes I could get a hold of. This 
brought back a lot of memories and names of people we’ve lost 
over the years.   Many of the people that we’ve spoken to are 
excited about becoming involved and helping us to make this 
event a success. We’re seeking as many names, photos, stories 
and memorabilia of those times as folks are willing to share.   
 
JS: Considering old and new styles, how do you define “Jazz”? 
 
JT: This isn’t really a definition, but I think of Jazz as being 
improvisation based on a known structure.  I liken it to a 
dialogue…bouncing ideas off of one another and creating 
something greater than the sum of its parts.  My favorite definition 
is from Carl Saunders: “Jazz is intellectual funk with a hypnotic 
beat.” 
 
JS: As a member of the Board of Directors, I have a vested 
interest in carrying this legacy forward. I would like to personally 
thank you for everything you have done for the organization over 
the years. 
 
JT: Thank you, it’s been a joy working with so many wonderful 
people! 

 

 

Trombonist/Band Leader JIMMY WILKINS passed away on August 24, 2018. He was 97. 
 

He is remembered here by Marsha K Ross: “It has been my proud pleasure to have had Jimmy as my friend for many 
years and to assist him in having his music heard.”  
 

Jimmy Wilkins was the last living member of the Original Count Basie Band and Leader of the "New Life Jazz 
Orchestra" a real living history Big Band with a Basie Sound which featured the charts of his brother Ernie as well as 
his friends Clark Terry, Frank Foster and so many more.  He had his 16 men Swinging and Groovin' in a Basie Style, 
always left us with a Good Feelin’ and his “Mumbles” kept us in a Mellotone. He was our very own treasure while he 
was here in Las Vegas. He will be missed beyond measure. 
 

Jimmy did what he loved to do. His life was a blessing that has left all of us with wonderful, WOW, musical moments and memories beyond 
words.  
 

Plans are being made to be bring back the Living History Orchestra this January to continue keeping Jimmy’s legacy alive and pay tribute 
to him for a long time to come.  We look forward to Tom Hall keeping those wonderful WOW charts going for us! 

 
Drummer, TOMMY CHECK passed away September 25, 2018.  He was 79. 
 

Tommy was a lifelong musician who started playing the drums at age five and began touring and competing in talent 
showcases at age seven.  His professional career spanned seven decades during which he played on Broadway, at 
Carnegie Hall and worked for many years with orchestras on the Strip in Las Vegas. He had been a Las Vegas 
resident since 1969 and had an association that extended over 16 years with Steve Lawrence and Eydie Gorme. He 
also worked with Barbra Streisand for three years and four years with Ann-Margret as well as other notable artists. 
He once expressed that there have been two events in his career he particularly enjoyed: One was a 1972 fund-
raiser that Barbra Streisand had for presidential candidate George McGovern. It attracted 18,000 at the Forum in 

Los Angeles. The other was performing with Tony Bennett with a 100-piece orchestra at the Hilton in Las Vegas. "That was some kind of 
sound.” A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. 

REMEMBERING AND REFLECTING… 
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Observations from Recent Visits to the Smith Center Cabaret Room 
By Chuck Carter 

 
I was recently invited to the Smith Center to witness Ronnie 
Foster and his famous B-3 Organ Trio at Myron’s Cabaret 
Jazz Room.  Most of you Jazz lovers know what I mean when 
I say Organ B-3 Jazz played at its best is second to none. The 
organist plays multiple parts, bass included to give full sound 
that would take up to ten live musicians to produce.  He is 
backed by his drummer and his guitarist to help him produce, 
in my opinion, the greatest sounds in Jazz today. 
 
Ronnie is that organist.  He is as Jimmy Smith was during his 
glory days.  From the thunder and lightning of a storm, to the 
calm and smooth ripples of a stream…this trio does it all.  
Don’t miss it their next time around! 
 

I was invited back to Myron’s Cabaret Jazz on September 7th 
to hear Jane Monheit sing in person. 
 
The very first time I heard her sing was when fellow DJ, Dave 
Rowell, at KUNV 91.5, played her CD.  I called and asked who 
the lady with the beautiful voice was, his reply was Jane 
Monheit.  After that I often played her music on my own show 
and was overjoyed to meet her in person and hear her 
dynamic voice in concert.  Please, do yourself a favor and 
don’t miss her when she returns to Las Vegas. 
 
Myron’s Cabaret Jazz has a crew that is customer first trained 
and makes you feel special from the parking lot to the 
showroom… their motto “Eat, Drink, Groove” says it all! 

 
 

 
JazzTimes • Education Guide 2018/2019 

College and University Bands 
“CDROUNDUP” 

 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas Jazz Studies Program 
Fascinating Rhythm & Latin Journey IV (Vegas Records) 

 
There’s an abundance of riches on this two CD-set from 
UNLV’s jazz program. It includes six distinct groups, plus one 
solo piano track featuring Patrick Hogan, who frequently 
appears elsewhere on the project as a player, arranger, 
composer, and/or singer. 
 
The first eight tracks spotlight the talented Jazz Ensemble I. 
Trumpeter Jorge Machain wrote the Latin gem “Por Ahora” 
(For Now), a feature for guest horn man Gilbert Castellanos. 
Machain also arranged the band’s teasing take on the 
Gershwin brothers’ “Fascinating Rhythm” and turned in 
beautiful solos on “Tadd’s Delight” and UNLV tenor 
saxophonist Michael Spicer’s vibrant original “Fake Blues.” 
The band’s exploration of Rob McConnell’s take on “Bye Bye 
Blues” showcases Hogan’s piano work amid a relaxed swing 
feel reminiscent of the Basie band; other soloists spotlighted 
in this segment include guitarist Nick Lee, saxophonists Jake 
Yansen and Ganiyu Danda, and trombonist Nick Veslany. The 
first disc winds down with the 11-member UNLV 
Contemporary Jazz Ensemble’s performance of Spicer’s 
extended panoramic composition “Patchwork,” a crystalline 
beauty featuring flutist Daniel Egwurube, and three tracks 
from the Honors Jazz Quartet. The latter are originals: bassist 
Dave Ostrem’s funky “Blue Brew,” saxophonist Rick Keller’s 
ballad “For Pat,” and pianist Hogan’s hard-driving “Mythos.” 
Drummer Angelo Stokes rounds out the group. 

UNLV’s 12-member Latin Jazz Ensemble is featured on most 
of disc two. It opens with band director Uli Geissendoerfer’s 
“Tango,” arranged by pianist Bennett Mason and featuring 
guitarist Sam Ramirez and the ethereal vocals of Gary Fowler. 
The ensemble also tackles Chick Corea’s “Spain,” another 
feature for Egwurube; Francisco Torres’ breezy Latin 
arrangement of Duke Ellington’s “The Feeling of Jazz”; Michel 
Camilo’s fiery “Caribe,” featuring James Whiting on vibes; and 
two strong features for Fowler, the Latin dance staple 
“Bilongo” and Tania Maria’s “Yatra-Ta.” Then there’s 
Yansen’s robust arrangement of the Budos Band’s“Scorpion” 
and a Latinized version of the Stylistics hit “People Make the 
World Go Round” showcasing Cirque du Soleil singer Marjana 
Sobol, who’s enrolled in the UNLV masters-level program. 
After the Latin segment, the disc features UNLV’s Honors Trio 
(Hogan, bassist Ruben Van Gundy, and drummer Michael 
Hoffman) on the pianist’s toe-tapping “Oasis.” Hogan’s solo 
spotlight—piano and Chet Baker-like voice—on Ellington’s “I 
Didn’t Know About You” precedes two tracks by keyboardist 
Estrella Yun’s Electric Band. That fusion trio, with bassist 
Dave Ostrem and drummer Stokes, performs her spirited 
original “City of Lights” before closing with a stunning “500 
Miles High” that features the leader on acoustic piano. It’s a 
great closer for this wide-ranging compilation. 

 
Reprinted with permission from CD Roundup by Ken Franckling, 2018, JazzTimes Magazine, Education Guide 2018/2019,  
Copyright 2018.
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